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A longtime public-school educator, Beverly Bachelder has served in multiple roles 
throughout her career – as a teacher, assistant principal, curriculum director, adjunct 
professor, and most recently as a middle school principal and workshop presenter.  
She is a graduate of Luther College in Decorah, Iowa, and earned her Masters’ 
degrees from Yale University and the University of Kent at Canterbury, England.   
A finalist in the Massachusetts Teacher of the Year Program, she was subsequently 
honored by the Blackstone Valley Education Foundation for her strong commitment 
to STEM education and career preparation.  In 2015, she was named a recipient of 
the Priscilla B. Mason Arts and Culture Award for her leadership in science education.  
She worked collaboratively with the science teachers in her district to implement a 
middle school science and engineering fair, as well as STEM-integrated curriculum 

units that were recognized for excellence by the New England League of Middle Schools.  
 

With a longstanding interest in environmental issues and green investing, Robert 

Bachelder has been writing and speaking about the space debris problem for over a 

decade.  He authored the first public statement on the issue to be adopted by a major 

civil sector institution and contributes regularly to a national blog for environmental 

activists. Educated at Dartmouth College and Yale University, he led one of 

Massachusetts’ oldest charitable institutions for many years and has been a trustee 

for cultural, educational, philanthropic, and social change organizations.    

The Bachelders live in the Worcester, Massachusetts area that was home to “rocket 

man” Robert Goddard. In 1919, when Goddard was a physics professor at Clark 

University, the Smithsonian published his groundbreaking study of rocket propulsion 

and space flight under the title:  A Method of Reaching Extreme Altitudes.  In 1926, Goddard launched the world’s 

first liquid fuel rocket and watched it rise forty-one feet.  

In 1969, in anticipation of Apollo 11, Esquire Magazine asked famous Americans what they thought Neil Armstrong 

should say when he stepped onto the moon’s surface. Isaac Asimov, the dean of science fiction writers, 

recommended: “Goddard, we are here.” 

Robert Goddard of Worcester, Massachusetts opened the world’s door to the Space Age. The question now is 

whether the United States and other spacefaring nations will act in time to keep the door open or permit it to close.  

 


